
NEW THEATER SEASON.MORE COOPERATIVE PLAYERS
Five Houses Alreadv Taken
by More or Less Unpro¬
fessional Companies.
Managers Glad to
Forego Risks of
Impresarioship

Br LAWRENCE REAMER.

ALTHOUGH the Provincetown Players and the powers of the Neighbor¬
hood Playhouse have decided to retire for a year from all active part
in providing New York with its drama, there will be no lack of the

Independent organizations. Some five metropolitan theater* have already
been taken by cooperative or more or less unprofessional combinations of
actors who are probably less inspired by the desire to demonstrate their
infallibility to the managers tlftin to make sure of a continuing Job. Co¬
operative organizations of players last year did more to convince the public
that the manager was indispensable to artistic as well as financial success

than the most persistent ballyhooing on behalf of an impresario ever accom¬

plished in that direction.
Of course these organizations are founded more or less on the Theater

Guild, which has been so successful that its product will certainly be found
on other stages than the Garrick. There will always be playhouses available
for its productions. It is doubtful if there is any manager not willing to

forego for this year the honors and risks of impresarioship for an assured
rental. The period of wartime prosperity sadly inflated the number of New
York's theaters. They must be got rid of somehow since the old disposition
to see everything has been superseded by a time of rigorous selection. One
firm has been so fortunate as to let four of its theaters to a^cinema. company.
At least, they must exclaim with a sign of relief: "They're off our hands!" quite
as a rather desperate mother views the marriage of the least attractive of
her too numerous daughters. \

It is this eagerness of the entrepreneurs to retrench that has made It so

easyTor the actors to acquire the field ,of their enterprises. The succession
of mild disasters at the city theaters *last spring.and some of the best of
the metropolitan playhouses were*
utilized in this way.went far to prove
how liberal managers are when it
comes to taking in any sort of an

artistic tenant that will help to pay
the rent. "Drums of Jeopardy,"
"Salome" and the summer minstrels
are almost forgotten.but not entirely.

\yfttdom In Their Action.

Maybe it was just as wise for the
two organizations which have ranked
next to the Theater Guild in artistic
Importance to take the ease of a Sab-
buticnl year just now. The Province-
town Players earned the gratitude of
the public by introducing Eugene
O'Neill to the New York stage. He
continued to provide the literary dis¬
tinction that the programs possessed
down to "The Hairy Ape." But for
his participation in its repertoire the
institution would have lost long ago
any importance that it ever had.
Doubtless the powers of the theater
would be disturbed by the difficulties
of finding the necessary plays for an¬

other season.
The Neighborhood Playhouse could

not specialize in O'Neill, although "The
First Man" was to be seen there last
winter. There Is some ground for the
suspicion that only so much O'Neill
as nobody else seemed to care for went,
however, to the theater in Grand
street. The American playwright was

not necessary to its record. Apart
from such efforts as "Great Catherine"
and "The Queen's Enemies" there re¬

cently have been Galsworthy's "The
Mob" and Granville Barker's "Madras
House." But It seemed in spite of
such worthy achievements as if the
wisdom of taking a year for breath
was just as obvious in the case of one
theater as the other.
Both had evidently in the eyes of

their directors come to be at least as

important as the commercial thea£ers
which appeal to a public inestimably
larger. It is a singular trait of the
dramatic "reformer, one might say of
the artistic reformer, whether literary,
dramatic or musical, that he is not for
long satisfied tfy artistic success. Oner
it Is possible to present plays or op¬
eras in a way that meets every artistic
demand straight away there comes the
longing for financial success, even

profit. Of course the drain of loss
cannot be met for an indefinite period.
On the other hand the scramble for a

return other than artistic on the out¬
lay .pf reformers is not more In reality
than a desire to play manager. "Often
this ambition has done much to frus¬
trate the aims of benevolent patrons
ofthe theater.
Such an ambition never seemed to

color the alms of the Theater Guild.
Yet there were signs that the two so¬

cieties which are to rest for a year
considered themselves quite as Im¬
portant as the most popular of the
regular playhouses. They were no

longer content to introduce their plays
on evenings which had not already-
been preempted. They went into quite
open rivalry for the attention which
playhouses appealing to a vastly more
numerous clientele received from re¬
viewers. Evidently they had become
quite aware of their own superiority.
Whenever suf^i a state of mind exists
It is well for tie victim to take a vaca¬
tion always. It makes no difference
whether he deals in art in any of Its
many manifestations or in soap. He
needs a rest when he feels like that.

Will There Be More Shakespeare f

Sinco the performances of Shake¬
speare organised to mark the anniver¬
sary of the playwright's birth, there
has been the barrenneaa predicted by
fareeeing Impresarios at the time. Ar¬
thur Hopkins realized beautifully for
John Barrymore's "Richard III.," and
RfMrt Edmond Jones's too comolete
Indulgence In his artistic ambttions
offered In a production of "Macbeth,"
which brought fame to neither Mr.
Hopkins. Lionel Barrymore nor Mr.
Jones, who wan in reality the chief of¬
fender. Walter Hampden, Frits Lieber
nnd Robert Mantel! have been or-
ca.Monal figures In the season's pano¬
rama. No other manager has done so
much, however, as Mr. Hopkins.
Now there Is a promise of unusual

devotion to the dramatist. This year
will bring notably the Joint debut here
of David Belasco and David Warfleld
in "The Merchant of Venloe," which
ought easily to b« the most interesting
Incident of the theatrical year. Ethel
Barrymore will play ffotallnd under
tho direction of Arthur Hopkins, who
ia to give her the exclusive posses¬
sion of the Longacre Theater to ant
other heroines of tho Ellxabethan. But
he has so far said nothing about the
proposed revival of "Othello," with
Lionel and John Barrymore in the
leading roles of the tragedy. It is said
that Frits Lieber has become appre¬
hensive over the conditions existing In
tho towns outside New York and may

not get any nearer the genuine Shake¬
speare than the impersonation of him
in Clemence Dane's "Will Shake¬
speare," which Winthrop Ames may
produce at the Booth. It would be a

shame if an actor so uncommonly
gifted as Mr. Lieber, one so poetic,
imaginative and vital, should fall a

victim to a temporary indifference to
his talents. Th^re is already evidence
of an awakened interest in the theater
of Shakespeare which will probably
lead to further enterprises during the
theater year.
England had the performances at

the "Old Vic" during tho war and
popular appreciation of those seasons
was a striking tribute to the taste of
the men who. even in such a period did
not lose their taste for the finest in
the theater. Yet there is still greater
devotion to the playwright to be ob¬
served in the future plans of the Eng¬
lish actors and managers. Oscar
Asche, rich from the profits of "Chu
Chin Chow," will go to Australia for
further gleanings from the same field
and thwr return to England to revive
both "The Taming of the Shrew" and
"Much Ado About Nothing." Marie
Lohr wants to act Rosalind when she
returns to the stage next winter as
well as Katherinr, while Phyllis Neil-
son-Terry, who reads Shakespeare to¬
day with a beauty that has not been
suggested before since her distin¬
guished aunt was in her prime, will
not only aat Rosalind, but Ladu Mac¬
beth and Beatrice, t'. B. Cochran will
make spectacular revivals of "Corio-
lanus" and "Henry V.," while Robert
Loraine may abandon his own plans
to act in the chronicle play to join
Mr. Cochran. Thus the interest in
th% theater at Shakespeare will not be
altogether on our stage this season.

Arnold Daly to Be
At Palace»This Week

Arnold Daly, dramatic star, and Flor¬
ence Walton, dancing ?tar, will bi> the
twin headlinera at the Palace the com¬
ing week. Daly will appear in "The
Farewell Supper," one of "The Affairs
of Anatol," by Arthur Schnltzler. and
will have as his leading woman Galena
Kopcruak, young Russian actress who
appear©! last spring In "Montmartre."
Miss Walton will present a new dancing
act, supported by Leon Leltrlm, Maxi¬
milian Dolin and Milan Smoiln. Others
who will be prominent in the running
will be Mae and Rose Wilton, Jack
Donohue, Joseph K. Watson, Vincent
Lopez and his Pennsylvania Orchestra,
Shaw and L,ee, "Dreams" and "Bo¬
hemian Life." t
The chief acts at other vaudeville

houses foMow:
RIVERSIDE.Eva Shirley and Ruth

Budd.
EIGHTY-FIRST STREET . Ocor*e

Le Malre, Lon Chaney In the photoplay
"Flesh and Blood."
LOEWS STATE.'A Modern Cock¬

tail," Jbzz revue, and Anita Stewart in
the photoplay "The Question of Honor."
PROCTOR'S FIFTH AVENCE."The

Little Cottage." Moddy and Duncan.
PROCTOR'S TWENTY-THIRD ST..

Wyeth and Wynne, Foxworth and Fran-
cis.
PROCTORS FIFTY-EIGHTH ST..

D. D. H., Joyline.
PROCTOR S 125TH STREET..Will¬

iam Edmunds and Dixie Four.

Says Applause Is
Governed by Weather

What causes men and women to raise
their hands and applaud a theatrical
performance? Is It the art of the actor,
the dramatic situations, the IntelllKenoe
of the Vudlence, or Is It.the weather?
Ask any actor and he will tell you

It Is the artlnjr. Most actors claim to
be able to sway an audience at will.
But according to Dr. E. E. Free, scien¬
tist and psychologist, the actor has not
been found who can explain why It is
that some nights certain lines will re¬
ceive. tremendous applause while on
other nights these sanrre lines^ delivered
In exactly the same way and at the
same tempo, will receive no applause
whatever.

Dr. Free, who was formerly a rnajot
In the Chemical Wnrfare Service and
a graduate of Cornell and Johns Hop¬
kins universities, carrying the degrees
of A. B. and Ph. D., Is responslblo for
the following statement:
"Tho weather more than any other

cause Is accountable for applause In a
theater. In fact, the greatest force be-
Nnd applause can be traced scientifically
to the weather.
*Amon* the weather conditions I do

not refer only <o such obvious things as
rainfall and sunshine but to the aft tem¬
perature. the electrical state of the air
In and out of the theater. When, for
Instance, tlvre Is a cool evening after a
hot day people are stimulated, are more
active; they play harder anrl get more
enjoyment out of <roln«( to a theater.

"Applause Is not a mental reaction
»ntlrely. While It Is a response to
eppreclatlon and pleasure. It also la a
physical act. . It requires the willing¬
ness of the audience to make physical
exertion. Hot and cold weather affects
this willingness."

Players in the New ^nd Old Attractions in Broadway Theaters

Madeline. Grey
in

* Sue., Dear "

' Times Square,

kondofi Hippodrome
Makes Miss Tucker's
Farewell a Gay One

American Star Receives Silver
Casket as Souvenir From Iter

British Admirers.

Few American artists playing in Lon¬
don have ever been given such a fare¬
well as was accorded Sophie Tucker re¬

cently when she finished her starring
engagement in "Round in 50" at the
London Hippodrome.

During her six weeks stay at the big
Cranbourn street house Miss Tucker en¬

deared herself to both the company and
the staf£,of the theater, as well as the
public. When the curtain fell George
Rofoey, on behalf of the assembled com-

ptny. presented Miss Tucker w-lth an

oil English silver casket.
"Sophie," said George, "I want to

give you something from the boys and
girls. Also.come hsre. Give me a kiss.
Now you've got to say something."
Sophie cried and sobbed, "I ^ust

can't."
So everybody kissed Sophie, and after¬

ward there was a gathering In Misa
Tuoker's dressing room.
A big initial "S" was engraved on the

lid of the casket, and on the sidos had
been cut the signature of all the prin¬
cipals of the "Round In 50" company,
and the officials of the theater.

R. H. Gillespie, managing director of
the Hippodrome, presented the star with
& magnificent bouquet, and floral trib¬
utes in profusion w«re forthcoming from
the chorus.

"Sophie has just been one of the
boys," said George Robey later, "and
we shall miss her."
She sails for America on August 23.

Two Musical Plays .

« Return to Broadway
To-morrow night two musical favor¬

ites of last season will resume their runs
after a summer vacation with the casts
they had wh<yi they suspended perform¬
ances.
The Shubert production of the musical

play "Blossom Time" reopens at the
Ambassador Theater. The cast includes
Olga Cook. Bertram Peacock, Howard
Marsh, William Dan forth, Zoe Bnrnetl,
Paul Ker. Ethel Brnndon, Paton Gibbn,
Irving Melxs and others. Its stay l« In¬
definite.

Carle Carlton wjll afford New York
another opportunity of viewing Julia
Sanderson In his tropical musical com¬
edy "Tangerine." which will becln a
three weeks" engagement at the Casino
Theater. Miss Sanderson will be sup¬
ported by the original cast, with one ex¬
ception, that of Frank t,«lor In the com¬
edy role of the King of th* talc of Tnn-
<im-ine. Others will be Frank Crumlt.
Rebekah Cauble. Gloria Dawn, Harry
Puck, Hobart Cavanaugh, Beuluh Ber-
son, Joseph McCalllon, Wayne Nunn and
Lora Sonderson.

AT BROOKLYN TIIKATKRX.
The Marlon Morgan Dancers will be

the stellar attraction at the Brighton
Theater during the cnmlng week In
"Helen of Troy," a dance drama. Th#
large cast Is headed by Josephine Mc¬
lean and Charles Havelln. Others In
the different acta will be Craig Camp¬
bell. Frank Van Hoven, Dave S»ed and
Ralph Austin and the Gautler Brothers.
Raymond Hitchcock will be the hrad-

llner at the Orpheum. Others will be
Harriet Rampcl, Rosamund Johnson,
Marshall Montgomery and True Rice
and Flo Newton.

MISS KHKOKRH'K'S NEW PI.AV.
Pauline Frederick In "The Gultyy

One," lier new vehlcje for returning to
the speaking stage, will be presented
by A. H. Woods at the Times Square I
Theater on Sept.amber 1

P^m-kay^I7 Morris and^s
Marguerite;
RisseR.

in
The Monster'
Thirty- J.\ ninth ///kstkeet#'

Starr.
. »n

hore Leave"
um

Josephine: McLean
in * Helen of Troy "

New Brighton

Olive. Tbi_i_ in "Whispering Wires*
F"ortv-ninth Street

s

New Theatrical Season to
Begin With Three Plays

MONDAY.
FORTY-NINTH STREET THEATER.The Shuberts will make

their first dramatic production of the season with "Whispering: Wires,"
a mystery play by Kate L McLaurin, based on a story by Henry
Leverage, which originally appeared in the Saturday Evening boat.
The players are Olive Tell, Ben Johnson, Bertha Mann, George Howell,
Gaby Fleury, Malcolm Duncan, William Webb, Paul Kelly, George
Lynch and Willard Robertson. The piece has been staged by J. C.
Huffman and John Harwood.

TUESDAY.
LYCEUM THEATER.David Belasco will begin his new season

by presenting Miss Frances Starr in "Shore Leave," a sea goin\comedy
of American life in thrr-e acts, by Hubert Osborne, Others In the large
cast include James Rennie, Reginald Barlow, Schuyler Ladd, Stanley
Jessup, Samuel E. Hlnes, Thomas 13. Jackson, John F. Hamilton, H.
Percy Woodley, Paul E. Wilson, Bernard Sussman and others.

WEDNESDAY.
THIRTY-NINTH STREET THEATER.Joseph M. Gaites will

present a three act mystery drama by Crane Wilbur, entitled "The
Monster." The cast includes Wilton Lackeye, McKay Morris, Margue¬
rite Risser. Frank McCormack, Walter James, C. H. Wallace and
others. The play has been staged by Lawrence Marston.

v J

Lyceum Redecorated
For the New Season

When Daniel Frohman reopens the

Lyceum Theater on Tuesday next, with

Davl4 Belasco, presenting" Frances
Starr In a new play, "Shore Leave," the

flint nlghters will nee the Lyceum thor¬

oughly refurbished^ There will be an

entire!/ new stage. The decorations and

architectural beauties of the house will

he brought out with fine effect. K. G.

IJnltt. the artist, for thirty years as¬

sociated with Mr. Hrohman. obliterated
certain defects and has given the audi¬
torium an atmosphero of more luxurious
rest fulness when the curtain Is down
and no distraction whet}_the play la in
pro«re?s.
Mr. Frohman opened the present Ly¬

ceum Theater In 190.1 with E. H. Sot It¬
em, who had been under his manage¬
ment for fifteen years, In "The Proud
Prince." Th«> old Lyceum at Fourth
avenue and Twenty-third street, where
Mr. Frohman had maintained his fa¬
mous stock company and the Sothern
company for over fifteen years, had
been decorated and beautified by Louis
C. Tiffany, and the decorative studio
tone of the old theater had b^en re¬

peated III the new Lyceum. The same
chairs, with their strength, comfort and
luxury, made of a rfiaterlal pare and ex-

'pensive at the time, are retained. The
lobby with Its well painted allegorical
and paneled pictures of David Oiirrlrk,
Mrs. fflddons, Nell Owynne and Po*
Wofflngton wn» the achievement of the
fAmous mural artist, James Wall Finn
aud it still remains.

Bessie Love a Real
But Silent Musician

Many musicians who have aeon "For¬
get Me Not," now at the Criterion The¬
ater. have wondered whether or not
Bessie Love Is a violinist or merely"acted during two full reels, where
she Is filmed playing her first concert.
Louts nurstcUi. producer of the pict¬

ure, is the authority for the statement
thafTdlas i/ove Is not only a musician,
but one of talent. She began hev studyearly In life and has followed (t con¬
sistently despite her many engagements
in the films, which call for duty from
sunup to sundown Miss Love Is also
an accomplished pianist.
A violinist In th<> «<t of playing has

been one of the most difficult problemsfor producers to overcome. There Is n
certain knack in holding the how whicn
the uninitiated cannot seem to grasp.It Is claimed that only % vlollniat candraw the bow in such a manner as tomislead even the layman.Otto Lederer, her tutor In the scene,merely acted an plant at the piano.Misa Love was really accompanied "offstage."

FILM COrnSE IN fSflVKRSITY.
A course in motion pictures In educa¬

tion Is being given at the University of
Tennessee. Knoxvllle, by Miss Laura
Thornhurgh, formerly scenario editor of
^he Department of Agriculture. The
course consists of u series of lectures,
round table discussions, sowings of
educational fllni.<, the merits and de¬
merits of which are discussed, together
with methods of using them, Kxperl-
monta and/tests are slso conducted to
determine the true value of motion plc-
turoa In educatlo^,

Pola Negri Coining
To Make Films Here

Miss Tola Negri, Continental screen
star, is coming to this country next
month to make a series of Paramount
pictures. It was aijnounced by Jesse L.
I^asky, first vice-president of the Fa¬
mous Piayers-Lasky Corporation, when
ho arrived from Europe on the Majestic.
"Through arrangements with the

Hamilton Theatrical Corporation, to
which she Is under contract, we plan
to have Miss Negri make a series of
big, special pictures at our Long Island
studio," said Mr. Lanky. "Her first
production will be a modern American
picture of an International theme, which
was written especially for her by a

well known British author, whose name
I am not at liberty to diacloso at
present. I am now arranging for one
of our best known directors to produce
the picture, and expect to be ready to
announce his name In a few days.
"Miss NeKri is the first of a number

of well known European players whom
we plan to bring over here In the near
future to augment the personnel of the
Paramount Stock Company. It is our
intention to bring over two lending
character players from France. Spain
and England, respectively, and give
them places in the stock company, that
a more international flavor be given
our pictures."
Another move made by Mr. Lasky to

increase the International appeal of
American pictures was the establish¬
ment of scenario bureaus In London.
Paris and Madrid. During his sojourn
abroad Mr. Lasky talked to neArly all
the principal novelists and dramatists
and arranged to have them turn over

original scenarios to these bureaus,
which will handle the scripts in con-

Junction with the Paramount editorial
department In New York. These scen¬

arios will be produced In America, said
Mr. Lasky. as Paramount pictures.
Among the authors with whom Mr.

Lasky talked was Fran* Molnar, au¬

thor of "Llllom" and "The Pevll."
whom he met In Budapest. Mr. Mol¬
nar Is now writing a play for which
he also will do a motion picture, scen¬

ario, and both the play and the pic¬
ture will be produced In America in
the next few montbs.

Longacre Theater
For Miss Barrymore

When Arthur Hopkins begins his
occupancy of the Longacre Theater In

September he announces that this play¬
house for the next two seasons will be

devoted exclusively to the Ethel Barry-
more productions. As already an¬

nounced. Mr. Hopkins plans the building
of a repertoire for Miss Barrymore, for

the most part classic, and It Is the In¬
tention to make at least three produc¬
tions a season. While present plans In¬

clude only plays of Shakespeare. Ibsen.
Kauptmann and O'Neill, plays by other
authors will always he considered.

All of Miss Barrymore's production#
will ba designed by Robert Edmond
jone* and staged by Mr. Hopkins.

Florence Walton,
palace-

Soviets to Permit
Americans to Take
Movies in Siberia

First Expedition to Photo¬
graph Resources of Coun¬

try Beaohes Petrograd.

The W. K. Zlegfcld motion picture
expedition, the first cinema concern to
be permitted to penetrate Into Siberia
by the Russian Soviet Gr*A|»nment, has
Just nrrlved at Pe rograd.. after a three
weeks' trip trom New York. Within the
next few days it will set out for the
Kuznetsk Basin district in snowbound
Siberia, some 2.000 miles due east of
the Russian capital, and about 300 miles
south i.f the Arctic Circle, for a two
months' photomaking campaign. The
cxp«dltion, which sailed from New York
on the Steamship Rotterdam on June
17, io headed by W. K. Zlcgfeld, Jr.. as
business manager; Bernard Sexton.
student and authority on Russian and
Indian history and folk lore, as director-
in-chief, and Frank Zucker, as chief
cameraman. >

The trip fr.im Rotterdam to Pctro-
grrad was made on the Ste%mship War¬
saw, tt*c first boat to arrive at the Rus¬
sian capital since the revolution. Kariy
next week, after completing a series of
scenic, news ind educational pictures In
Petrograd. the expedition will leave
over the Trans-Siberian Railroad for
Tomsk, Siberia, from which point It
will penetrate Into the Kusnetsk Basin
country by caravan.
The purpose of the trip is to photo¬

graph for the silver screen the unde¬
veloped resources of Siberia, such as
coal. iron, forasts and other products.
Current news event* will tx pictured as

well as a number of personalities identl-
fle 1 with the Soviet Government, and
the present regime In Siberia. Consider¬
able time also will be spent by the
Zlegfcld expedition at Nadejdenski
^avod. with the return to America
scheduled for early October. '

For a number of years motion picture
concerns have been endeavoring to
secure permission to penetrate Into Rus¬
sian Siberia for the purpose of photo¬
graphing the natural scenic wonders
and the vast unedveloped resources of
the country, without success. Mr. Zleg-
feld succeeded In arranging the trip.

'Spite Comer' to Be
Seen at Asbury Park

John Golden will present Frank
'"'raven's new comedy. "Spite Corner,"
with Mr. Craven himself In the leading
male role, this week at Asbury Park.
It will come to New York soon.
The comedian, who portrayed Tommy

Titcker In his o.vn "The First Year,"
win a-ppear in "Spite Corner" only the
one week of Kb Anbury Park presenta¬
tion, leaving then to rejoin "The First
Year" for its Chicago opening.
This means that at Aabucj- Park

"Spite Corner" will be presented with
claimants to the titles of the leading
comedian and the leading voting
comedienne of the day In the principal
roles, for with Mr. Craven will be Madge
Kennedy.

"The combination of Frank f'raven
and Madge Kennedy appearing in the'
same play," says Mr. Golden, "promises
so much enjoyment that t am going to
be at Asbury Park a>t least three nights
of the week, prepared-Just to laugh. In¬
stead of frcprn and CrlUclie an la my
unhappy lot,' >t most openings."

About New Way of Making a
Contract With a Great

Musician?

By LUCIKN CLKVES.
HE latest encasement of a great

"T complished in a way that
caused such a sensation among: the
managers that they are talking about
It wtill. The services of this givatvirtuoso, who had not been heard In
public for several yearn were much In
demand. Every concert *ent and
mannger naturally wanted to be as¬
sociated with such a famous player.
The mouth of more than one watered
when it was~1innounced that he was
ready to play a season of concerts in
this country. But the terms were not
only unprecedented but of an exacting:
financial nature which few men In the
business of music could negotiate. In
other words, the virtuoso was to re¬
ceive in cash $160,000 within thrM
hours after the contract was signed.
Of course such a demand was never

made before, but In view of the great
interest attaching: to his return the mu¬
sician thought he could come through
even such an exactlnp; condition with
success. One after another the well
known Impresarios of the concert field
considered the proposition and found it
too much for them. They could not
quite meet the conditions. There was,
however, no disposition to abata them In
any degree. Finally a small concession
was made to the manager who alone
seemed to be seriously contemplating
the proposal. In place of $150,000 on
the table within a few hours after the
contract was signed the artist consented
to accept $135,000. On these terms the
contract was finally signed. The man¬
ager who was able to meet such un¬
precedented conditions has not long been
identified with the great virtuosi, and
he reckoned that, difficult as the con¬
tract seemed. It would be worth the. risk
In establishing him in the profession.
Thus It happened that a new record In
musical contracts was made. The vir¬
tuoso received this unusual sum in ad¬
vance and went rejoicing on his way to
practice for the tour next season.

MiWa Chntterton as Adapter.
When Ruth Chatterton appears with

Henry Miller In Henri Batallle's "La
Tendresse" the actress will be seen as
something more than merely the inter¬
preter of the leading role. It is said
that Miss Chatterton made the English
version of the play. But she did not go
so far as to translate the,title, as the
piece will be acted under the original
name. It Is not yet settled where the
two stars will appear, although it is not
improbable that they will be seen at the
Empire Theater.
Henry Miller's repertoire during his

stock season in San Francisco .last sum¬
mer is destined to provide material for
more than one theater Tn New York.
Ina Claire will be seen at the Henry
Miller Theater In Arthur Richmond's
comedy "The Awful Truth," wkhlch
was acted In San Francisco with Miss
Chatterton in the leading role. Blanche
Bates, who acted the play in the West,
may later be seen In "Her Friend the
King," which Is said to provide a splen¬
did role for her. A. E. Thomas, who
founded the comedy on a story by Har¬
rison Rhodes, is now at work on the
piece, which is said to furnish for Miss
Bates such a fine comedy role as she
has not had in years.

musical artist was recently ac-

Another Cohan Snorru.

Nothing but praise comes from Boston
for "Little Nelly Kelly," which George
M. Colian has just presented there. Mr.
Cohan this time wrote the words, text
and music with no assistance. The
heroine Is a shopplrl, which enables Mr.
Cohan to carry her into high society
and travesty the popular mystery plays.
Of course there had to be something
about Irish names and this time th><
song is called "The Name of Kelly."
The piece will remain all summer In
Boston and then come to a. New York
theater.

Saved by a »ck.

The season at one of t.:e storit thea¬
ters in Washington seemed destined for
premature end so Indifferent was the
public to the efforts of the managers.
At the last minute a series of New
York farces was begun and led to such
financial triumphs that the manager
ended his enterprise in a blase of glory.
"Ladles' Night." "Getting Gerty'a
Garter" and "tip In Mabel's Room" were
the three classics from the repertoire of
A.*H. Woods that saved the day.

Finds There's a Real
^ Count of Monte Cristo

The real Count of Monte Cristo has
been discovered. He was visited at his
villa on the Cruzla road, near Leghorn,
Italy *>§¦ none other than William Fox,
producer of the screen version of
"Monte Cristo," which Mr. Fox will pre¬
sent at the Forty-fourth Street Theater
on Monday night. August 14.
A letter from Mr. Fox, who Is now In

Europe. Just received at the Fox Film
Corporation, says:
"I was amazed to discover that there

Is a real Count of Monte Cristo. I al¬
ways thought the character entirely
legendary, based upon Alexandre Du¬
mas's famous romance. I heard, how¬
ever. that dhe of the descendants of
the Cardinal Spnda. who waa poisoned
by Alexander VI in the fifteenth cen¬
tury, and whose fortune was supposed
to be buried on the Island of Monte
Cristo. had actually taken the title of
the Count of Monte Cristo In th# year
1864 with the permission of the Govern¬
ment of Italy. His grandson, whose
family name Is Lulgl Napoleon 8pa<1a,
but who Is known throughout the coun¬
tryside as the Count of Monte Cristo^
lives very quietly about twenty mile*
from Leghorn. Italy. He live* upon an

extensive estate and Is supporter! en¬

tirely by the wlfle industry. I had the
pleasure calling upon him and found
him a most agreeable gentleman of
about with two lovely daughters, one
of whom Is strangely named Mercedes
after the heroine of Dumas's novel,
while to further preserve the proprie¬
ties the younger daughter Is named
Ha Idee. I Invited the Count of Monte
Cristo to come to America, hut he said
ho could not afford It, as the great for¬
tune of his ancestor, Cardinal Spada.
had never been discovered, except in the
wonderful Imagination of Alexandre
Dumas He has promised, however,
that when I showed the picture of
'Monte Cristo' In Rome he wtll go there
to seo It"
Mr. Fox, who Is making a tour of

Europe, added that he expected to pro¬
ceed next to Berlin.

MIMICAL PLAY FOR FUtTOU.
The first production to be made at

the Fulton Theater by Edward Royce,
now that the theater has heen taken over

oy A. L. Erlanger and Charlts Dllllng-
hnm. will he that of "Orati«r» Blossoms."
a comedy with music by Victor Herbert
founded on "La Passerelle," by Mme. d«
Gresao and F. de Crolsset. The cast
Includes Edltli Day, Robert Mlchaella
Pat Somerset, Hal Skelley, Queenle
Smith, Nancy Welford, Robert Fisher,
Elv* Pomfret, Mary Lucas and Maurice
Oarer.
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